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Place Agriculture in a Prosperous Condition and Other Problems Will Solve Themselves, States Premier 
In Powerful Speech at U.F.A. Convention, J. E. Brownlee Surveys Titld of Provincial Activities—Sees Good Years Ahead 
for Producers of Alberta 
"If the people of Canada will turn their attention for the next Ave years to the 
one problem of putting agriculture in a prosperous condition, and of bringing about that desirable state of affairs in which those engaged in agriculture may, with those in other industries, receive a fair and adequate return for the time and labor spent in their industry, then, in my opinion, the other problems will solve themselves, and we shall be well along the way to that development for which we hope in the next few years." 
This, stated Premier Brownlee, in addressing the U.F.A. Convention on Tuesday, January 17th, had been the message which he had delivered wherever he haJ been in Canada since his return from Europe. He had satisfied himself of the soundness of this judgment by a study not only of conditions in this Province, but of the relationship between production in Alberta and the situation in the remainder of the Dominion and in Europe. 
The President's Apology 
Premier Brownlee who received an ovation from the delegates, made a brief survey in the course of his speech of the various fields of Provincial Government activity, and of various other matters which are of concern to both the Federal and Provincial Governments. At a point when President Wood walked on to the platform, the Premier turned and remarked, "Here comes the gentleman now who 18 responsible for my being here." Without hesitation, and in the most solemn manner, the President rose from his place, and said, "Mr. Chairman, I apologize," plunging the Convention into laughter ana applause. 
"Only One Evidence" 
"I wish the apology had come much sooner," retorted Mr. Brownlee, "But this is only an evidence of the way in which the gentleman who has just intervened has always managed to get the best of me in my short career." (Laughter). 
In introducing Mr. Brownlee, E. J. Garland, M.P., the chairman of the evening, remarked that "as a boy the Premier had bad habits—he specialized in political economy and history and in constitutional law, and any boy who will do that sort of thing is destined to have something happen to him. (Laughter). Fortunately, in his after life he fell into good hands. Shortly after he came West he became counsel for your farmers' organizations, and there came in contact with you people every day in the year, with your legal, sociological and economic problems. And so he seems to have grown up with you." Referring to the circumstance that Mr. Brownlee and his Government were returned " with amazing acclaim at the last election," Mr. Garland said there was no doubt in his own mind or that of the audience that he would be similarly returned in future. 
Visit to Mother of Parliaments 
In his opening remarks, the Premier referred to a visit which he had paid to the "Mother of Parliaments" in England. "1 wish I had words," he said, "to describe to you adequately the feelings that came over me as I put on my best bib and tucker and started towards that great pile of masonry which has witnessed so much since the time of Walpole, Pitt and Fox, to Lloyd George, Baldwin and the other eminent gentleman who has just visited this city, and others whose names have become household words; the institution in which they have done so much not only for the British Empire but for the world at large." 
Describing some of the debates he had heard, the Premier showed that quibbling 
and time wasting and the partizan spirit have their manifestations even at Westminster, and on one occasion he "hurried away in order that I might not become homesick and lest my first impression might be utterly spoiled." On other occasions, however, he had listened to men who had lived up to the very highest traditions of the British Parliament. 
Recalls Early Days of Democracy 
"1 come back to this," the Premier went on, "that you have as a Farmers' Convention won a place in the history of the Province, and you come the nearest today, with our rather complex method of expressing public opinion, to the early days of democracy when the people met together in their forum and there they discussed the questions that affected the welfare of the state. And into this forum I come this evening, and I come not for the purpose of speaking about the activities of the Alberta Government in any vainglorious way, neither for the purpose of trying to impress upon you m your deliberations any conclusions that the Government of Alberta has reached— I know how futile that would be—but rather that I might try and challenge your interest and that of all the farmers as you go back to the Locals from which you have come, in some of the questions that must be faced by the Province of Alberta today, and by the people of Alberta." 
Recalling a statement made a year ago, to the effect that 1927 would be the closing of an era of reconstruction following years of hardship, and the beginning of another of prosperity and development, Mr. Brownlee said he had had no reason to change that opinion, and he believed the year 1928 found Alberta in a much sounder position financially and otherwise than had been the case for many years. 
Overseas he had got a long distance view of conditions in Canada, and had found that people were turning their attention to this Province in a way which had not been known for many years. An English farmer had told him that it cost as much as $L40 a bushel to raiatt wheat in that country. As much was paid for rental as Albertans paid for the purchase of farms. 
The Premier said that all of the nations of "Eiurope were recovering somewhat from the conditions in the years immediately following the war, and the demand for our products would be greater. 
Savings to Farmers 
Discussing the things necessary to make agriculture prosperous, Mr. Brownlee outlined the struggle for equitable freight rates, and stated that as a result of the 
success achieved in the battle with the transportation companies of eastern Canada—which had been fought and wm — for the removal of the discrimination between points north and south, and in the reduction of rates to Vancouver to the prairie scale, the annual savings to farmers of Alberta mould be between $800,000 and $900,000 o year. 
It was impossible to carry on any industry unless its life blood, finance, could be obtained at om laratively low rates. "Thanks to the efforts of msn like Mr. Garland and his associates from this Province and from other Provinces," the Dominion Government had been induced to pass the Long Terra Farm Loans Act. Steps to make this effective in Alberta would be taken by the Provincial Government at the 1927 session. 
Highways and Market Roads 
Dealing with road transportation, the Premier said that this matter "must challenge every Farmers' Local in the years to come," and he pointed out that while the Government felt that attention must be given to main highways, as an agricultural I^rovince "we must pay more attention than possibly have some of the Eastern Provinces to our secondary or market roads."   He answered very em
Ehatically the charge that the Province ad not spent as much on roads as had been received from the gasoline and automobile taxes, pointing out that the difference was only $20,000, a very small amount when compared with the millions spent. "As a young and growing Province we must pay some attention to the capital debt, and hence may not be able to do all that some people may think we should." Quebec, which had been held up as an example to Alberta, had three million people as compared with our 600,000, and received $2,533,000 per year as compared with our $954,000. "You have seen and I have seen," said the Premier, "those who have taken the most extreme and exaggerated stand with respect to the development of highways in this Province." 
Immigration Questions 
With respect to immigration the Alberta Government had contended at the recent Ottawa Conference, that there should be an entire change in the situation as compared with the past. "We suggested that the Dominion Government call each Province into conference and allow that Province to say what they believed to be its power of absorption. That suggestion was very kindly received. 
" We have protested rather vigorously against the policies of a few years past which led a great many people to come into this Province without any regard to the question of assimilation." 
The London Office 
Mr. Brownlee said he believed there was some feeling that the opening of the office in London was not justified, and with equal frankness he stated the reasons why the office was left open. It had been ■aid somewhat unkindly that the only reason was to find a resting place for Mr. Greenfield. "If that were the reason, we could have found a suitable resting (Continued on page 15) 
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